2-/ BIS MAIESTIES 
DECLARATION 
To all His loving Subjects, 
After His ViRories over 


THE LORD FAIRFAKX 
IN THE NORTH. 


AND 


SIR VVILLIAM VVALLER 


IN THE VVEST. 


AND 


THE. TAKING OF BRISTOLL 
by His M4ajg5TIEs Forces, 
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CHAKLES R. 7 ig 
Q Urexpreſle Pleaſureis, That this Our Declaration be Pub- 
AJ liſhedin all Churches and Chappcl:s within the Kingdome 


of Englandand Dominion of s «cs, by the Paxtons, Vicars of 
Curatcsot che lame. 


| Printed by His Mains ris s Command 
At 0XF0RD, July zo. 


By Laoxany Licnriziy, Printer 
/ tothe Uuiveility, 1643s 
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His MajesTIEsS 


DECLARATION 
Toall Hu loving Subjefts, 


AFTER 
HIS VICTORIES OVER 


The LoxD Failrrax inthe North, 


Sir W1L1l1iam WALIL x & inthe Weſt, 
and the taking of Brs/tol t Dy His 
CMajeſtirs Forces. 


7 Ja s S the Grievances and loſſes of no 
: particuJar Perſons fince theſe mi- 
'' ferable bloody Diſtempers have 
©! diſquicted this poor Kingdome, 
can be compared to the lofle and 
dammage We Our Selt have ſu-_ 
ftained.chere having been no Vi- 
Aory obtained but inthe Blood 
of Our Owne Subje&s, norno 
Ripine or Violznce committed 
but tothe impoveriſhinent, and ruine of Our Owne People, 
los vieiled and a happy Pcace cannot be ſo acceptable and 
A welcome 
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(2) 
welcome to any man as to Us. Almighty God to whom 


all the ſecrets of Our Heart are open, who hath ſo often:, 
and ſo miraculouſly preſerved Us,& to whoſe Power alone 
We muſt attribute the goodnefle of Our preſentCondirien, 
(how unhappy ſoever it is with reference to the publique 
Calanities) knowes with what unwillingneſſe , with what 
anguiſh of Soule, We ſubmitted Our Selfe to the neceſſity 
of taking uÞ Dcfenſive Armes : and the World: knowes 
with wat Juſtice, and Bounty Wee had repaired Our Sub- 
. jets for all the )Prcflures and Inconyeniences they had 
borne, by ſuch excellent Laws as would for ever have pre- 
vented the like; and with what carneſtneſle and importuni- 
ty We deſired to dd any. thing for the eſtabliſhment of the 
| Religion, Lawes, and Liberty of the Kingdome. How all 
theſe have been diſturbed, invaded, and almoſt deftroycd 


|by Fa&tion, Sedition, and Trexfon, by thoſe who have nei-. 


ther Reyecrence to God, or AﬀeRion ro Men, but have ſa- 
ciificed bath to their owne Ends and Ambition, is now ſo 
evident, that We hope , 'as God hath wonderfully manife- 
ſted His care of Uts,and higdefence of His,8 Our moſt juft 
Cauſe, ſo He hath ſo farre touched the hearts of Our Peg- 
ple, that their Eyes are atlaſt opened to ſee how miſerably 
they have been ſeduced, and to abhorre thoſe Perſons 
who Malice and Subtilty have ſeduced them to diſhonour 
him, to Rebell againſt Us, and to bring ſo much miſery and 
calamity upon their native Country. - | 
We well remember the Proteftation voluntarily made by 
Us, inthe head of that ſmall Army We were Maſter of in 
Septemberlaſt, todefend and maintain the true reformed 
Proteſtant oy, rom if it ſhould pleaſe God by his ble{- 
fing upon that Army to preſerve Us from this Rebellion , 
that Wee would maintaine the juſt Priviledges and Free- 
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(3) | 
the Lind , for whoſe defence in rruth that Army was only 
raiſed, and hath been fince kept. And there cannot be a more 
ſcaſonable time to renew that Proſte ſtation then now, when 
God hath vouchſafed Us ſo many ViRories and Succeſſes 
and hath rendered the power of thoſe who ſeek to deſtroy 
Us,lefſe formidable then it hath been,(ſo that We ſhall pro- 
bably not fall under the ſeandalous Impuration which hath 
uſually attended Our Mcſlages of Peace , That they pro- 
cecded fromthe weakneſſe of Our power, not love of Our 
People) and when there is more freedome in many Coun- 
ties for Our good Subjects to receive true information 
of their owne and Our Condition, the knowledge whereof 
hath been with equall Induſtry and Injuftice kept from 
them,as other aRts of Cruelty have been impoſed on them. 
We doe therefore declare to allthe World in the preſence 


of Almighty God co whom Weemuſt give a {tric ac- 


compt ofall Our Profcſfons and Proteftations, That Wee 
are ſo farre fromintending any alteration; of the Religion 
eſtabliſhed (as hath been often falfly;-ſcandalouſly, and a- 
gainſt the Conſcience of the' Contrivers themſelves of 
that rumour ſuggeſted ro Our People.) or from the leaſt 
thought of invading the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 
je, or violating the juſt Priviledges of Parliament, that 
We call that God to witneſſe,who hath covered Our Head 
inthe day of Battell, that We defire from Our Soule , and 
ſhall alwayes uſe Our utmoſt endeavour to preſerve and 
2dyance the true Reformed Proteftant Religion eſtabliſhed 
inthe Church of England, fn which We were borne, have 
faithfully lived, and by the grace of God ſhaff reſolutely 
dye; That the preſervation of the Liberty and Property 
of the SubjeR in the due obſcrvatien of the knowne Laws 
ofthe Land , ſhall be equally Our care as the maintenance 


of Our Owne Rights, We — to, governe only by 
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(4) 
thoſe good Lawes , which till they were oppreſſed by this 
odious Rebellion, p'e'crvesd this Nation happy 3 and We 
60 zcknowledgethe jj:1t Privilc dges of Parliament to be an 
efi nt!) part ofthole Lawes , and ſhall therefore moſt ſo- 
Iemry woend and obſerve them. So that in truth it either 
EKcigon, Lav oi Liberty be pretzous to Our People, they 
wii by then ſubm flion to Us jeyn with Us, 1a the detence 
of them, and chereby eſtabliſh that Peace , by which only 
they can flouriſh and bee enjoyed. Whether theſe men , 
who are p:ofefſed Enemies to the eſtabliſhed: Ecclefiaſti- 
Call Government, who reproach and perſecute the Learned 
Orthodox Miniſters of the Church , and into their places 
put Ignoran, Seditious, and Schiſmaticall Preachers, who 
v:lifie the Book of Cammon- Prayer , and impiouſly pro- 
phane Gods Worſhip with their ſcurrillous and {editious ' 
demeanour,atc like to advancethat religion, whether thoſe 
men who boldly , and without the leaft ſhadow or colour 
of Law , impoſc inſupportable Taxcs and odious Exciſes 
upon their fellow SubjeQs, Impriſon, Torment, and mur- 
derthem , arc like tapreſgrvetke Liberty , and Property 
of the Subje ; and whetherthoſe men who ſeiſe and poſ- 
ſcſle themſelves of Our Owaunqueſtionable Revenue,and 
Our juſt Rights, have denyed Us Our Negative Voyce, 
have by Force and Violence awed & terrified the Members 
of both Houſes, and laſtly, have;as far as in them lies,diffol- 
ved the preſent Parliament by driving away & impriſonin 
the Members, and reſolving the whole power thereof, ng 
more, into a Cormirzee of a few Men, contrary to all Law, 
Cuſtome., 'or Preſident , are like to vindicate avd uphold 
the Priviledges of Parliament,all the world'may judge. We 
do therefore once more c@njure our good Subjects by their 
memory of that excellent Peace, . and: firme happinefle 
with which, it plegſed God to reward their Duty and Loy- 
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alty intime paſt,by thei Qarhes of Allegiance, and Supre- 
macy which no new Vow, or Covenant contrived, and .d- 
miniſtred to and by themlelyes ,. can cancell or evade, by 
wharſoever is deare and precious unto them 1n this life, or 
| hoped or prayed tor intheliie to come, That they wi!l re- 
member their Duty and cavſi,ier their Intereft, and no len- 
ger ſuffer thernfelves to be miſled; their Prince difhonored, 
and their Country waſted and undone , by the malice and 
cunning of theſc State Impoſtours, who under pretence of 
Reformation would introduce whatſoever is monſtrous & 
unnarurall both-to Religion and Policy , bur that they ra- 
therchuſe quietly to enjoy their Religio®, Property, and 
Liberty, founded and provided for by ti;c wiſdome and in- 
duftry of forrgertimes, and ſecured and enlarged by the 
bleffings upon the preſent Age then 5o-ſpend their lives and 
fortunes to purchaſe Confuſion, 'and/to make themſclycs 
lyable to the moſt intollerable kinde of flayery, that is, to 
be {livesto rheit fellow Subjedts, who by cheir.prodigious 
unheard of As of Oppreffiqn-and Tytaony , have given 
them ſufficient evidence what'they are to expect at their 
hands. And lect not Our good People, who have been miſ- 
lcd, or through want of underftanding,or want of Courage 
ſubmitted themſelves ro unwarrantable and diſloyal A. i- 
ons, be taught by their Scducers,that their ſafety now con- 
fiſts in deſpaire , and that they canonly [ecare themſclyes 
for the Ills they have done , by a reſolute and p-remptory 
D:ſobedience. Revenge and Blood-rhirftynefſe have ne- 
ver been imputed ro Us. hythb6ſe, who have left neither 
| Our Government or NaturEunex1mined withthe grearcft 
boldneſle and malice: and all thoſe who fince thele bloody 
Diſtractions out of Conſcience have returned trom their e- 
vill wayesto Uls, have found trat it was not ſoeafic for 
them to repent, as to Us to forgive 3 and whoſogyer hath 
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been mifled by thoſe, - whofe hemrts from the beginning 
have defigned all this miſchiefe,and ſhall redeem their paſt 
Crimes by their preſent ſervice and Loyalty inthe ppre- 
henGing , or oppoſing ſuch who ſhall continuc to beare 
A: mes againſt U1;, and fhall uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
reduce choſe mcento their dve Obedience, and to reftore 
this Kingdome to its wonted Peace, ſhall have caulc to 
magnifie Our mercy , and to repentthe Treſpaſſcs c.m- 
mitted igainſt ſo jt and Gracious a Sovereigne, Laſt!y , 
Wc d:fire all Our good Subjects , who have really affiſted 
or really wiſhed Us we'l, tiow God hath done ſuch won- 
derfull things for Us, /vigotouſly to endeavour topur an 
end toall theſe miſeries; by bringing in Men.Money, Plate, 
Horſes, or Armesto Our Ajde, that ſo , Wee being not 


wanting to Our ſelves may with confidence<xpedt the con- 
tinuance -of Godsfavour toreſtore Us allto that blefled 


harmony of 2ffecions, whicti may cftabl ſh : firme Peace, 


without the ſpeedy obtaining of which this poore King- 
dome will be une: ly undone, though not abſolutly Wy 


